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ART MUSEUM CREATES OFFICE OF GIFT PLANNING 

(Cleveland, OH) Karen L. Jackson, Esq. has joined the Cleveland Museum of Art 
as its first Senior Planned Giving Officer. 

Museum Director Robert P. Bergman says, “I’m delighted we were able to attract 
Karen Jackson to this position. Her extensive legal background and experience in law 
will be a great asset as we implement our current strategic plan and develop this important 
dimension of long-term development.” 

Ms. Jackson has been practicing law for eight years in the areas of estate planning, 
corporate, and entertainment law at the law firm of Kohrman Jackson & Krantz P.L.L. 
located in Cleveland, Ohio. She has worked extensively with nonprofit organizations. 

At the CMA, she will be responsible for creating, implementing and marketing the 
planned giving program and enhancing its annuity, endowment and bequest programs. 

The goal of the newly created position is to educate the museum’s members and the 
general public about taxwise charitable gifts that benefit members and their estates as well 
as the CMA, and about giving techniques that reduce estate taxes and produce income to 
members or their families. 

Ms. Jackson said, “Throughout the museum’s history, it has been the beneficiary 
of thoughtful and generous legacies from its members and supporters. I’m looking 
forward to responding to the needs of our many members for information about charitable 
giving opportunities available at CMA which benefit their future and the museum’s. 

When I was a child, my parents regularly brought me to the museum to attend art classes 
and explore the galleries with the hope of instilling in me a deep appreciation of art. To 
their credit I flourished from these excursions and have happily given up practicing law in 
a firm setting in order to assist the museum in its mission. I am honored and excited to 
have the opportunity to become part of one of the country’s top art museums and to guide 
its planned giving program.” 

(more. . .) 
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Ms. Jackson is an active member of the Cleveland Bar Association’s Volunteer Lawyers for 
the Arts (VLA) and Estate Planning Sections and serves on the VLA’s Executive Committee. For the 
past three years she has been responsible for chairing the VLA’s Continuing Legal Education 
programs. Most recently she created the first entertainment seminar of its kind in Cleveland, “The 
Legal ABC’s of the Music Business: ASCAP, Business Issues and Contracts.” She is also a member 
of the Ohio State Bar Association’s Sports & Entertainment Law Section. 

Ms. Jackson is a Trustee, Officer and General Counsel for Cabaret Dada, Cleveland’s first 
Improvisational Theater, located in the Warehouse District. 

A Cleveland native, Ms. Jackson grew up in Shaker Heights and received a B.A. in classics 
and religion, as well as a B.S. in public relations/mass communications from Boston University. She 
received her law degree from Case Western Reserve University’s School of Law. 
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